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Sunday February 19th, 2012

A Biblical Worldview
OPEN SLIDE 1 
Carol Hill says, "By ‘worldview’ I mean the basic way of interpreting things and events that pervades a culture so thoroughly that it becomes a culture's concept of reality — what is good, what is important, what is sacred, what is real.  Worldview is more than culture, even though the distinction between the two can sometimes be subtle.  It extends to perceptions of time and space, of happiness and well-being.  The beliefs, values, and behaviors of a culture stem directly from its worldview."
Worldview – The lens through which I see the world

JESUS TALKED A LOT ABOUT WORLDVIEW.. you have heard it said but I say
A few years back I was in Israel traveling. While there I was also working on a series of messages on developing a Christian worldview.

· What a Christian worldview is
· The opponents of a Christian worldview

· And why it is that Christians must THINK critically about faith and reason

The bible declares not only that we are to believe but that we are to know why we believe and be able to articulate our belief.

Slide 1 I Peter 3:15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.

KJV …be ready always to give an answer
While in Israel.  I was amazed to walk where Jesus walked… to hike the mountains around the Dead Sea and Engedi… to see where Jesus fed the 5,000… where Gideon narrowed down his troops to the 300… on and on I soaked in the richness of the land.  
But I also saw tremendous conflict that has more to do with Worldview than it does Theology.
There were two major things that got my attention regarding worldview.
One was the old city of Jerusalem itself and the other was the holocaust museum.

Jerusalem is a place inundated with opposing beliefs and worldviews.  The city itself is flooded by hostile and competitive beliefs.

· It is seen in customs
· It is seen in religions
· It is seen in politics

· It is manifest most however in the spiritual attacks and spiritual principalities.  
4 parts of the city …. Jewish, Christian, Armenian and Muslim.

Each has strict beliefs and each believes that they are right.

The only area that poses a real danger is ________________? Muslims.
A city that has been under attack since God chose it.


Even in each one of those areas there is bitter divisions.  
In the Christian section for instance there is the church of the holy Sepulcher.  It contains the traditional site of Golgotha and the tomb.  This church is mainly controlled by the Catholic and the Greek orthodox churches.  They are extremely territorial.  

While walking through the Church I noticed a ladder in the middle of a floor,  I commented that it was unusual that the ladder was just sitting there in the way. Ofer told me that the ladder was put up without the permission from the controlling church and has sat for three years because the church that controlled that area refuses to let the other church remove it. 

What we really see is worldview that has determined the belief and actions.  
Right or wrong it is perceived by those who believe it to be right.

The next thing that was striking regarding worldview is much more somber.

I spent part of one afternoon in the newly built Jerusalem Holocaust.  
Since I was there during the beginning of Passover there were many Jews who were going through the museum for the very first time.
Many had relatives who had survived the holocaust and a few of the visitors themselves were holocaust survivors. 

My guide in Jerusalem was a wonderful believer. Both her parents had survived the concentration camps of Germany

VERY UNCOMFORTABLE, VERY MOVING AND VERY EDUCATIONAL.
Hitler was not a person void of a worldview Hitler was a person driven by worldview.  A warped – and I believe a demonic – worldview abut a definite worldview
We think that such a philosophy of life is almost unthinkable outside of Hitler yet here in our society today there are those who believe and propagate the notion that the extermination of Jews never took place.  That it is all a manufactured story to develop sympathy towards the Jews.

How, with all the volumes of evidence can one believe such a fabrication?  
It is possible only by a warped ungodly worldview.

For the unthinkable to make to make sense we must have a warped worldview.  For right to be right and wrong to be wrong we must have a correct worldview. 

Worldview gives us our values.

Belief comes from worldview and develops worldview.  
Worldview very much is a congruent way of living what you believe.
My worldview is as responsible for what I believe as what I believe determines my worldview.

Okay Confused enough?

Worldview is not so much based in fact even though it may begin with perceived facts.

A biblical worldview begins with a belief that the bible is or may be true.  The truth of scripture is verified by experience or examination. Thus our worldview shifts as it adapts to what we believe.

Once we come to faith in Christ or worldview is drastically transformed.

What is the big difference in the Christian worldview and the secular worldview?

Some would say the difference is really faith.

Contrary to what many think, a Christian worldview is not distinguished from a secular worldview on the basis of FAITH.

SLIDE #2  Everyone who has a worldview has faith. And everyone has a worldview
Now you may be wondering what the elephant is doing on the screen.

SLIDE #3     
[image: image2.png]


  The elephant and the blind men.

Indian Proverb  (Hinduism over a million gods…( no-one is right or wrong except…)
6 blind men come upon an Elephant

One feels its ear  -  it is a large fan

One feels its tail  -  it is a rope

One stumbles against its body  -  it is a wall

One bumps into a leg  - it is a tree

One feels the trunk and determines it is a large snake

One feels the pointed tusk and declares it to be a spear

The great deep thought provoking conclusion of the mystics?   There are a lot of different conclusions we may reach and none of us are really wrong because we are only relating the limited vision and experience we have.
SO – really all 6 of these men were in their own way correct.

What does that philosophy miss?

They miss one small point.

[image: image1]
ALL 6 WERE WRONG!!!

IT WAS AN ELEPHANT!!! 
The message attempted to be communicated is that there are no absolutes.

Everything is relative… it all depends on your point of view.

What makes you think you are right?

We need to be open-minded.

What does that mean?  It means that you need to accept the view of whoever says you need to be open-minded.

Why?

Because they have chosen to be closed-minded to what you believe.

How can you say Jesus is the ONLY WAY?

Because it is true.

Here is a great question.

Do you think that you are correct in your view?

Why?

So you think that my belief is too narrow and exclusive?

So if I believed like you believe I would be closer to what is right?

So you believe that your way is really the only true way to believe.

I cannot conceive any person rejecting Jesus.  It is inconceivable to me that anyone would choose to live a godless life and raise godless children.  (a life void of God and children who are brought up without God = God less 

Why?  Because my worldview has been transformed by His grace.
Because I believe in Jesus.

I know Him.

I am convinced of His reality and Lordship beyond any shadow of doubt because He has proven Himself to me over and over again.

God has manifested His power in areas which defy explanation and surpass coincidence.

I have a worldview that declares true peace and life itself is impossible outside of relationship with Him.

So is that because of making a choice against all logic and feeling? 

Is it only some mystical faith?
No it is faith that is based on what I know.

I know what I would have been without Him.

I know that I have real peace and true joy.

I know He has healed me.

I know He has intervened and done the impossible.

Faith is never blind.  You will never see better than when you see something by faith.

It may go against human thought and tendency.

It may go against human logic.

But faith itself comes with it an unshakable confidence that embraces the end result before the end result is seen, heard, felt or touched.

You will never move in true faith without a biblical worldview.

What is a biblical worldview? 
I will not bore you nor try to impress you (and trust me the two in this case would be the same) with the various philosophical views on Christian apologetics.  But a quick overview would help.

Is a biblical worldview possible without the bible?
Is right & wrong really possible without an absolute standard?
The short answer is NO.
While travelling through London in the underground subway was this poster.
Open slide
The message is profound… 

Even atheists realize they have lost something.  But the desire is to have the benefits of Christianity without Christ.

You cannot have a Christian worldview without Christ

Can you be a good person without the bible?  Absolutely.

You cannot have the blessing of God with a relationship with Him.
Peace, transformation, power 

Without the bible worldview is determined by what you make it.

Many people have a worldview something like this:

· I believe in doing what is right
· Treat everyone with respect

· Be a good person

What is the standard for what is right or wrong

What is your basis for what is right?


Two opposing views



Thief steals money – business left cash drawer open



Physical abuse – Patrol… woman from Chicago
The answer for most is to be a good person
How do you determine what “good” is

Many people who have developed their own worldview would boil it all down to being a good person.

Incidentally, the vast majority of people in the world believe that they are good. 
A common phrase is “I believe that I am basically a good person”.

“I try to follow the golden rule”.  
Where does the golden rule come from?  “Well I don’t really know” 
Can you recite the Golden rule?  “Well I really don’t know it”
Can you follow the golden rule which comes from the bible and ignore the rest of what the same bible says?

So do think that you are going to heaven or hell? …Heaven.

Why?  …Because I am basically a good person.

You said you are basically a “good person”.

What does that mean?

Have you ever stolen?

Have you ever lied?

Have you ever had lust?

I have mentioned only 3 of the 10 commandments and you have just confessed to breaking every one of them … and you believe that you are a good person?

Have you ever murdered anyone?

Well no I haven’t done that.  Why should I believe you?  You just told me you were a liar! Not to mention a lustful thief!

My point this morning is that to have a Godly or even a good worldview you must have a standard to measure it by other than your feeling at the moment or personal philosophy you have (and are) developing.

So let’s look real quickly at three prominent arguments for the existence of God.  

1.  The Cosmological Argument

The cosmos itself declares that there is a creator

Not merely people looking up into the sky and saying “wow, there must be a god” but Astronomers and astro-physicists and those who study quantum algebra.  On and on there is a growing body of people who simply are convinced that what we see could not have “Just Happened” by accident.  If there is a creation there must by necessity be a creator.

There is also the:

2.  The Teleological Argument (or design)
The teleological argument is closely associated with the Cosmological argument in some respects but this argument does not focus on the existence of the cosmos but rather how fine tuned it is. The design argument goes to great lengths to prove that that many things could not function by chance.  From the atom to the universe itself there are too many things that could not function without something else which came into being simultaneously which defies evolution and any progression.  How salmon and birds migrate. Science continues to prove that it cannot prove.

How the universe functions. Without a supreme being the universe no matter how it came to be could not continue existing. 

3.  The moral argument
The moral argument really is associated more with C S Lewis and I would highly recommend his book “Mere Christianity”, which is the foundation of the moral argument for the existence of God.
Quite simply the moral argument contends that there are undeniable universal morals that are woven into every human and into every culture.  Don’t murder, don’t take another’s property, don’t defraud are woven into the fabric of every culture.  If and when you find a group of people that are do no embrace these fundamentals you ALWAYS have an association with the demonic NEVER a-moral.

Morality no matter how well intentioned becomes impossible to maintain in the absence of the creator even though right and wrong are recognized and aspired to.

Let me give you an example:

The United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948), assumes morality without any reference to God.

“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.  They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood”.

By Contrast Look at the Declaration of Independence:

“We hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights”

Does the Declaration of Independence guarantee a biblical worldview?  NO.  It however recognizes that human rights are dependent on a creator to if they are to be effective.

It is not nations or organization that champion human rights but those who understand that God gives every man a sense of right and wrong and through His power gives man the ability to make the right choice.
The U N is a great example:

Incidentally there is a hill in Israel that is referred to as the mountain of evil council.  It is associated with a couple of biblical references, one being where Solomon erected the false gods brought in by his wives.  So this “mountain of evil council” is the place the Israelis chose for the U N headquarters.

Okay back to human rights and the need for God.

Look at The Sudan -  Unbelievable genocide and the most intense intentional sanctioned  persecution of Christians anywhere in the world today.  There is ethnic cleansing, rape, torture, murder and slavery.  The U N refuses to take a stand and become involved.

Who is in the Sudan helping and supporting the persecuted and displaced?  The church is by far the most actively involved with food, medicine and protection.

Why?  The U N’s declaration is morality without divinity. Morality with God becomes a subjective morality that has no standard by which to judge itself than its own interpretation of its own words.

Once we recognize that rights are from God we have a standard by which to advocate and champion those rights.

You see, a Biblical Worldview is possible to develop without God but it is not possible to maintain without God.
America is filled with people who want to live in a society of moral values … people who expect and desire for others to have moral values but at the same time will oppose any appearance of those values being forced upon them or recommended to them.
I read of a lecturer speaking at a major university who was challenged by a young female student who stated “You believe that your morality should be imposed on other people”, to which the speaker asked, “If you were walking down a dark alley and you were about to be raped and there is a bystander who could help you, would you want that bystander to impose his morality on your attacker?”   It is easy to claim morality is relative when we don’t believe it affects us or don’t want it to. 
God has placed within His creation the knowledge of right and wrong.

The argument of evolutionary ethics is simply that moral properties emerge once the human brain and nervous system reach a certain level of complexity.
The moral argument argues that values simply cannot emerge from valuelessness.

The question is can we trust our minds if we are nothing more that the products of naturalistic evolution trying to fight, feed, flee and reproduce?
“With me the horrid doubt always arises whether the convictions of man’s mind, which has been developed from the mind of the lower animals, are of any value or at all trustworthy.  Would any one trust in the convictions of a monkey’s mind, if there are any convictions in such a mind?”  

Who wrote that???   Charles Darwin July 3, 1881
Our culture has been bombarded with secular thinking.  A secular or humanistic worldview has been promoted in just about every area of life.

The message?  Secularism gives rational answers Theism demands blind faith in the face of the rational answers.

In my opinion we find that the opposite is proving to be true.

Humanism has given us a society that has devalued life and restricted freedom.

Secularism has given us a culture that has lost its compass and is trying to survive with no foundation.

The church has to wake up to the battle before us.  I Peter 3:15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.
The majority of the church today has a secular worldview… that is unacceptable!
Why, 80% of ministerial students today do not have a biblical worldview.

We are called to be salt and light to this world.

We are commanded to change our world and never allow our world to change us.
· Biblical Morality (what does the bible say about our morals? 

· Marriage, adultery, homosexuality, tolerance and grace)

· Politics and Cultural Relevance  
· (political correctness, political agendas, why politics for the most part hates biblical Christianity [republicans and democrats])

· How violating God’s word has directly caused the current national debt.

· Creation/Evolution (did Darwin have it right?  Why was and is Darwin’s theory so unquestionably embraced? Intelligent design, is there an agenda to the theory of evolution? Whoever determines origin determines purpose)

· Religion (felt need, legalism,

· Infallibility of Scripture (is the bible really true?)

SLIDE #4








